
66° NORTH
Keeping Iceland warm since 1926

66°NORTH Ltd. is one of Iceland’s oldest manufacturing companies. 
Established in the year 1926, it’s been a longtime leading innovator in the 
creation of specialized clothing for use in the toughest conditions on land 
and sea. Over the past ten years, 66°NORTH has grown extensively and is 
considered an expert in the production of a wide selection of outdoor clothing. 

At 66°NORTH, we believe a clothing company must strive to accommodate all 
types of people. We take pride in producing garments that tick all of the boxes. 
Our clothing is waterproof, breathable, durable, reliable, comfortable, versatile 
and stylish.

66°NORTH has for more than half a century dressed the Icelandic rescue 
squat, the largest volunteer rescue squat in the world. These are brave 
people that go out in all kinds of weather and situations. Whether there has 
been a snow avalanche or an earthquake these people go out to help others 
without pay and stay out for as long as needed so they can testify on the 
quality and durability of our clothing. 

66°NORTH is an authentic brand that draws upon 1000 years of history 
for inspiration. The company merges high quality technical fabrics and 
technical cuts to satisfy the active user. The company now offers a wide 
selection of protective clothing for all occasions or as we at 66°NORTH 
say: “There is no such thing as bad weather, just wrong clothing”.

Today, 66°NORTH has more than 300 employees and runs 10 shops in 
Iceland under the brands 66°NORTH and Iceland Giftstore. The company’s
website is www.66north.com. 

Now 66°NORTH clothing is available in over 300 stores in 19 countries 
and here below is a contact list for our main representatives.

For more information 
contact:
Felix Gylfason
Project Manager Marketing
e-mail: felix@66north.is 
Tel. +354. 535 6600



Iceland - Head Office
Styrmir Bj. Karlsson
www.66north.com
styrmir @66north.is

Holland & Belgium
Karin Hölscher & Milo Extercatte
www.66northnederland.nl
info@66northnederland.nl 
                                                                                                                                       
Sweden
Ulf Waldekrantz
ulf@newelement.se
 
Denmark
Soren Alling
soren@isold.dk
 
Switzerland
Christian Tanner
info@cctrading.ch

Austria
TP Sports OHG
www.tp-sports.de
info@tp-sports.de
 
Norway
Einar Schwaiger
www.66n.no
einar@66n.no
 
South Germany
66°NORTH Area Manager
TP Sports OHG
www.tp-sports.de
info@tp-sports.de

North Germany
66°NORTH Area Manager
Ralph Dzuber
ralph.dzuber@osp-agentur.de

Greenland
Ulf Waldekrantz
ulf@newelement.se
 
Faroe Islands
Ulf Waldekrantz
ulf@newelement.se
  
France
Mari Christine
k-sport@orange.fr

USA & Canada
Matt Hershey
matt@66north.com

Korea
Sum Lee
sumlee@y2inc.co.kr
 
Lithuania
Rolandas
rolandas@nordibalt.lt

DISTRIBUTORS & AGENT LIST



66°NORTH
Inspired by the experts.

Iceland’s natural environment provides a unique 
playground but its unpredictable weather 
patterns can add a dangerous dimension for 
those who work and play outdoors.

66°NORTH’s development team has learned to draw on 
the experiences of people who understand the extreme 
conditions that both nature and the weather can deliver. 
This on-going consultation process means 66°NORTH 
continues to successfully develop outdoor clothing and ac-
cessories that protect its customers from the unforgiving 
elements.

Here is one of the many stories which have inspired the 
development team at 66°NORTH:

Two years ago three Italians travelled to Iceland with one 
goal in mind; they wanted to traverse Vatnajökull, one of 
the largest ice caps in Europe. This is no simple expedi-
tion at the best of times, but the trio wanted to do it in the 
middle of winter! 

Before setting out, the Italians enlisted the help of moun-
tain guide Leifur Orn Svavarsson. An Icelandic Search 
and Rescue (ICE-SAR) team instructor, Leifur has been a 
mountain guide for more than 30 years. He led the group 
up the glacier in temperatures below -20 °C, where they 
experienced unrelenting winds and limited visibility. At the 
first stop they were confronted with a cabin transformed 
into a block of ice which they had to hack their way into 
with ice axes. They following nights were spent in tents 
and during a blizzard the group were forced to shelter in a 
crevasse before they could cross just below Iceland’s high-
est peak, Hvannadalshnúkur (2,109 meters) and down the 
south side of Vatnajökull.

Leifur admits he had to call on all his skills and experience 
to survive the exceptional weather conditions. “I’ve always 

been drawn to the most remote areas and the harshest 
conditions - this time I got plenty of it!” 

One of the biggest issues during the trip was that the 
merciless cold temperatures were accompanied by heavy 
humidity. Leifur’s shell jacket would literally freeze solid. 
He would leave it standing like a statue by the door of 
the tent each night, allowing it to thaw just enough so he 
could wrestle it on in the morning. 

Today, Leifur, who trains the ICE-SAR in survival skills and 
technical climbing, assists 66°NORTH with the testing of 
new shells, fleece garments and woollen products. Since 
completing the expedition across Vatnajökull he has also 
undertaken fabric testing with Polartec®. One of the re-
sults of the collaboration between the two companies is 
the highly technical Snæfell Jacket, made from Polartec® 
NeoShell®.This revolutionary new fabric has the durabil-
ity and stretch of a polyurethane film, plus the breath-
ability of a micro-porous structure. Leifur tested both the 
fabric and the cut in very challenging conditions and the 
outcome speaks volumes about the high standards set 
by both 66°NORTH and Polartec®. 

“The breathability of the Snæfell Jacket would have 
made life a lot easier on the trip across Vatnajökull,” says 
Leifur. 

Over the years, 66°NORTH has produced clothing for ICE-
SAR and still proudly does so to this day. In the beginning 
they wore anoraks made from oil-borne canvas - today 
they choose 66°NORTH‘s award winning Snæfell Jacket.

For general information contact:
Felix Gylfason
Project Manager Marketing
e-mail: felix@66north.is 
Tel. +354 535 6600 



ICE-SAR choose award-
winning Snæfell Jacket

Iceland’s 18,000-strong search and rescue 
organisation, ICE-SAR, is respected through-out 
the world for its expertise and dedication.

Whether its members are saving unwitting tourists from 
situations like the Eyjafjallajokull volcanic eruption or are 
halfway around the world searching for victims of devastat-
ing events like the Haitian earthquake, ICE-SAR is always 
ready to assist.

Recognised as the world’s largest volunteer search and 
rescue organisation, ICE-SAR traces its origins to 1918 
when the Westman Island Rescue Team (Björgunarfélag 
Vestmannaeyja) was established. The organisation’s history 
has always been closely intertwined with 66°NORTH’s own 
past. In fact, both were established with the very same 
purpose in mind – to protect and ensure the well-being of 
Iceland’s fishermen.  

Over the decades 66°NORTH has proudly outfitted ICE-SAR 
volunteers. In the beginning they wore anoraks made from 
oil-borne canvas and today they choose 66°NORTH’s award 
winning Snæfell Jacket. ICE-SAR recently signed a contract 
with 66°NORTH which will see the jackets produced for the 
organisation’s members. 66°NORTH believes there is no 
better proof of the quality of this garment than for it to be 
tested and subsequently chosen by ICE-SAR. 

ICE-SAR volunteers successfully manage up to 1500 call-
outs each year. These emergencies can occur anywhere 
across the island, along its coastline or out to sea, and 
more often than not happen in the harshest of weather 
conditions. This makes ICE-SAR an extremely discerning 
customer when it comes to deciding upon a garment that 
will ensure its members get the job done. 

The Snæfell Jacket, praised for its ergonomic cut, perfect 
finish and clever details, won awards at both the 2011 

ISPO Outdoor Awards and Scandinavian Outdoor Awards. 
Made with high-tech Polartec® NeoShell®, it is light and 
meets rigorous demands for both design and perform-
ance. Maximum movement with minimal restriction and 
versatility were uppermost in 66°NORTH chief designer 
Jan Davidsson’s mind when he engineered the jacket.  

The techniques for producing waterproof material have 
changed very little since the first shells were introduced. 
The breathability of materials of this type depends on the 
heat and dampness that forms inside the clothing during 
exercise, creating enough pressure to force water vapour 
through the material. Softshell materials have however 
sacrificed some of their waterproof characteristics for 
increased breathability, allowing air to pass easily through 
the material so that water vapour is dispersed quicker. 

Polartec® NeoShell® is the first fabric to incorporate the 
breathing capability of a softshell while remaining as 
waterproof as a traditional shell. It has been tested and 
proven in the toughest outdoor situations. The internal 
structure of the fabric is unlike other current shell materi-
als. Polartec® NeoShell® has a water repellent yet porous 
polyurethane membrane that is durable and flexible while 
being able to breathe effectively. This unique combina-
tion means that clothing made from NeoShell® breathes 
especially well, while having a waterproof rating of 10,000 
mm. Other important attributes of clothing made of 
NeoShell® are improved lightness, softness and flexibil-
ity compared with other products on the market. Field 
tests and laboratory research have shown that Polartec® 
NeoShell® is a revolutionary material that will bring a new 
experience to people in harsh, outdoor conditions.

For general information contact:
Felix Gylfason
Project Manager Marketing
e-mail: felix@66north.is 
Tel. +354 535 6600 



Eldborg Jacket
The perfect combination of functionality and style 

Classic tailoring combines with high-tech Po-
lartec® fabric to create the new Eldborg Jacket 
from 66°NORTH. This garment breaks new 
ground in the field of outdoor clothing design 
with its articulated elbows, excellent breathability, 
warmth, technical features and water resistance. 
At the same time, the Eldborg Jacket is stylish 
and suitable for work and city life. 

Iceland’s constant changing weather patterns 
mean Icelanders demand versatile clothing de-
signed for use in all types of conditions.  At 
66°NORTH, we expect our clothing to do two 
things – our garments must stand up to the 
weather conditions and they have to work as fash-
ionable street wear. The Eldborg Jacket certainly 
ticks both these boxes!

Back in the old days explorers would wear the 
same tweed jacket hiking through a mountain 
pass as they did at home. Our designers, intrigued 
by this concept, took the idea one step further 
and were inspired to create the Eldborg Jacket. 
At first glance the Eldborg may simply look like a 
stylish jacket… but take a closer look at the de-
sign and you’ll soon realise it is a highly technical 
and functional piece. The Eldborg Jacket is just at 
home on the ski field as it is on the golf course. 
And if your next stop is the city, you’ll fit right in 
wearing this multi-purpose jacket. It just goes to 
show that first impressions are not always right!

For general information 
contact:
Felix Gylfason
Project Manager Marketing
e-mail: felix@66north.is 
Tel. +354 535 6600 



Meet the new member of the 
66°NORTH family.

The Snæfell Down Parka is the fantastic newcomer to 66°NORTH‘s line 
of parkas. 

With its waterproof shell and 70% goose down insulation, this parka is guaran-
teed to keep you warm in the coldest of climates.

The Snæfell Down Parka’s design was inspired by a garment worn by Icelandic/
Canadian explorer and anthropologist, Vilhjálmur Stefánsson who was born in 
1879 in Manitoba, Canada to Icelandic parents. 

Vilhjálmur was reknowned for his expeditions across Iceland, North America, 
Alaska and North Canada where he explored the Canadian Arctic and lived 
among the Inuit. Vilhjálmur was the first “white man” that some Inuit had ever 
seen!

Vilhjálmur was inspired by the people living in the harsh Arctic conditions and 
his legacy has inspired the team at 66°NORTH. The result is this high quality 
and fashionable parka that has been engineered to withstand the elements.

66°NORTH’s chief designer Jan Davidsson and his team continually look for di-
rection and inspiration from Iceland’s traditions, history and its historic figures. 
The Snæfell Down Parka, with its classic polar explorer hood with detachable 
faux fur and smart details like real leather button straps on the zipper wind 
flap, is the perfect example of this. There is no doubt that Vilhjálmur Stefáns-
son would have been proud to wear it! 

For general information 
contact:
Felix Gylfason
Project Manager Marketing
e-mail: felix@66north.is 
Tel. +354 535 6600 


